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 GOVERNOR ANNOUNCES GRANT FOR SOY BIODIESEL TRUCK

At a press conference at the Delaware State Fair, Governor Ruth Ann Minner announced the Delaware Soybean Board’s $25,000 grant to the Delaware Department of Agriculture for the purchase of a vehicle to promote soy biodiesel fuel. The vehicle, a F250 Ford diesel truck, will be powered by soy biodiesel and will tour the state promoting the benefits of the fuel.

In her remarks, Governor Minner said, “Soy biodiesel fuel supports my Livable Delaware initiative by contributing to our ongoing efforts to improve the environment by improving air quality. The new soy biodiesel vehicle will serve as an excellent way to educate Delawareans about the air quality benefits of the fuel.”

“The Delaware Soybean Board and all farmers in Delaware have been valuable partners with me in programs that support Livable Delaware,” continued Governor Minner. “I want to commend them for their work and commitment to programs that are making a difference in our state,” she said.

The soy biodiesel truck was ceremoniously unveiled by the nine directors of the Delaware Soybean Board, revealing promotional logos displayed on the vehicle. The logos promote the benefits of the fuel and the Delaware soybean industry.

According to Michael Scuse, Secretary of Agriculture, the soy biodiesel truck will be used to tow the Delaware Department of Agriculture’s Promotion and Education Trailer to events and festivals throughout the state. “The soy biodiesel truck and the department’s promotion and education trailer are cost effective ways of communicating the important contributions that agriculture makes in our state,” said Secretary Scuse. “We appreciate the generous grant from the Delaware Soybean Board,” he said.

Jeffrey Allen, President of the Delaware Soybean Board, spoke on behalf of the Board and outlined other programs currently underway by his organization to promote the fuel. “This week the Board kicks off a comprehensive radio and newspaper advertising campaign aimed at communicating soy biodiesel’s benefits of improving air quality and reducing our dependence on foreign oil,” he said. “The Board also funded a biodiesel educational newspaper that will be distributed at our exhibit here at the fair,” he said.

For more information on the programs of the Delaware Soybean Board visit their exhibit at the Agricultural Commodities and Education Building at the Delaware State Fair, July 22-31 or contact Melanie Rapp, Marketing Specialist at the Delaware Department of Agriculture at 302-698-4522 or by e-mail at 

Melanie.Rapp@state.de.us.  

For an electronic copy of the attached photograph, please contact Anne Fitzgerald at:  Phone - (302) 242-4092 or e-mail – anne.fitzgerald@state.de.us.
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Left to right:  Jeffrey Wheatley, Soybean Board Director, Roland Hill, Soybean Board Director, Dallas Wright, Soybean Board Director, Ruth Ann Minner, Governor of Delaware, Jeffrey Allen, President of the Soybean Board,  Bryan Melvin, Vice President of the Soybean Board, Michael Scuse,  Secretary of Agriculture, Douglas Corey, Delaware Representative to the United Soybean Board.
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