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Delaware Soybean Board Funds Home-heating Oil Research

The Delaware Soybean Board, representing all 1100 soybean farmers in the state, has signed on to support research maximizing biodiesel’s efficiency as a blend in home heating oil. The research will be conducted by the Brookhaven National Laboratory and the Energy Research Center, Inc. 

Soy biodiesel, a cleaner burning alternative to petroleum-based diesel, is made from a renewable

resource, soybeans. It is typically used in blends with petroleum diesel and may be used in virtually any diesel application, including transportation and home heating, with little or no modification to equipment.

The Northeast consumes the lion’s share of the U.S. home heating oil—approximately 4 billion gallons each heating season. The optimum blend for biodiesel in home heating oil—termed “bioheat” by the industry—is called B5, a blend of five percent biodiesel and 95 percent petroleum. If all the home heating oil sold in the Northeast states contained just five percent biodiesel, it would consume 200 million gallons of the fuel.

According to a USDA study, such widespread use of biodiesel could boost the price of soybeans by as much as seven to 12 cents per bushel.

According to Jeffrey Allen, President of the Delaware Soybean Board, the Board will partner with soybean boards from Maryland, Pennsylvania, and the Northeast region to fund the home heating oil research. “The bioheat research will measure whether the use of biodiesel blends in home furnaces will extend the period between preventive maintenance visits by technicans,” said Mr. Allen. 

“The study will also determine the proper adjustments for sensors in furnaces which detect the color of the burner flame,” continued Mr. Allen. “Since biodiesel blends burn cleaner and hotter than plain petroleum diesel, the color of the flame is affected. Having the sensors properly adjusted enables heating technicians to set home furnaces for peak efficiency,” he said.

The Delaware Soybean Board funds soybean research and promotes soy biodiesel fuel and other new uses for soybean products. For more information, visit the Board’s web site at www.desoybeans.org or the National Biodiesel Board’s web site at www.biodiesel.org
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