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Indian River Marina Welcomed “Earthrace” Powerboat

Biodiesel Fuel Benefits Marine Ecosystems


On November 22, the Indian River Marina welcomed “Earthrace” – the high profile powerboat on its world tour before attempting to circumnavigate the globe powered by renewable fuels. The powerboat, which expects to complete the around-the-world voyage of more than 24,000 nautical miles in less than 65 days, stopped at the Indian River Marina to showcase its journey and educate people on the benefits and use of renewable fuels, including soy biodiesel.


“We were pleased to welcome “Earthrace” to Delaware and to the Indian River Marina,” remarked Gary King, marina manager. “Like “Earthrace” the marina is committed to using biodiesel fuel and environmentally-friendly products as part of our Clean Marina initiative. Since we began offering biodiesel fuel here at the marina, several boaters have switched from regular diesel fuel and joined our efforts to improve water quality and safeguard marine ecosystems.”

In May 2005, the Indian River Marina was honored by Governor Ruth Ann Minner as the first marina in Delaware and the Mid-Atlantic region to offer soy biodiesel fuel to government and commercial marine fleets, as well as private boat owners. Produced from soybeans, the fuel’s introduction was made possible by funding support from the Delaware Soybean Board, an all-volunteer organization of soybean farmers that administers the federal soybean checkoff program and works to improve the profitability of Delaware’s soybean industry. 


Jeffrey Allen, President of the Delaware Soybean Board, was pleased the “Earthrace” powerboat visited the marina and raised awareness of the fuel. “The “Earthrace” journey 

around the world highlights the benefit soy biodiesel provides as an alternative to fossil fuel,” said Allen. “Made from a renewable, sustainable resource, soy biodiesel can help reduce our country’s dependence on foreign oil and help family farmers.”


Skipper of “Earthrace,” Pete Bethune, thanked the marina for the warm welcome and offered public tours of the powerboat to view its environmentally-friendly technologies, such as a low-emission engine, non-toxic antfour and efficient hull design. 


The Indian River Marina is located in the Delaware Seashore State Park, the 2825-acre state park bounded on the east by the Atlantic Ocean and the west by Rehoboth and Indian River Bays. The marina offers boat slips and dry stack storage, as well as extensive services for boaters and fisherman. In addition to soy biodiesel fuel, the marina’s ship store sells environmentally-sound, soy-based products, including engine oils, cleaners, degreasers, and detergents.


For more information or to request a picture of “Earthrace,” contact Gary King, Indian River Marina, 302-227-3017 or visit the marina’s web site, www.destateparks.com/marina
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