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Soy Biodiesel Fuel Workshop Offered

Fuel Provides Important Benefits For Marine Use

Boat owners and marine enthusiasts from across Delaware and Maryland are invited to attend a free Soy Biodiesel Fuel Workshop on Wednesday, April 13 from 6:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. at the Rehoboth Beach Convention Center in Rehoboth Beach, Delaware. The program is designed for charter boat captains, slip-holders, recreational boat owners, and other members of the boating public.

Susanne Zilberfarb from the National Biodiesel Board will provide information and education on soy biodiesel, a replacement for diesel fuel that provides important benefits to boat engines and the marine environment. Captain Mike Shearer, owner of the charter boat, “Yellowfin” out of the Indian River Marina, will provide personal insight into the engine performance benefits and usage of the fuel. 

Soy biodiesel can replace or blend with petroleum diesel with little of no engine modifications. Pure biodiesel is non-toxic and biodegradeable and provides a noticeable reduction in smell and a change in exhaust odor that are easier on marina users and boaters.

The workshop is being made possible by the Delaware and United Soybean Boards. According to Jeffrey Allen, President of the Delaware Board, soy biodiesel fuel is made from U.S. soybeans. “Soybean growers in Delaware and across the country are promoting soy biodiesel fuel,” said Mr. Allen. “Not only does it provide air quality and marine benefits, but using soy biodiesel will reduce our dependence on foreign oil and support family farmers,” said Mr. Allen.

A soy biodiesel fuel blend and other soy-biobased products will be introduced at a special ceremony on May 9 at 1:00 p.m. at the Indian River Marina at the Delaware Seashore State Park. Boaters and the general public are invited to attend the event hosted by Governor Ruth Ann Minner, the Delaware Soybean Board, the Delaware Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control, and the Delaware Department of Agriculture.  

To register for the free workshop on April 13, call Carol Kinsley at 302-628-8482 or Melanie Rapp with the Delaware Soybean Board at 800-282-8685 (in Delaware) or Jill DeFelice at the Indian River Marina at 302-227-3071. The first 75 people who register will receive a free gift. Light refreshments will be served.
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